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TO THE RESCUE — paramedics attend to veteran rowers p«uiled out of the Tyne in Newcastle

Crew survives river ordeal

A CREW of veteran rowers is
lucky to be alive todey sfter lis
boat sank In rough waters on the
River Tyre,

Firefighters said tha nine men,
whose a age was 60, were
just minutes from death when
they wara dragged from the
freazing rivar.

Eight fire engines and a brigade
launch wera called to the Tyna
near the Redheugh Bridga
MNewcastla,

Staff from the nearby Copthome
Hotel also helpad In the rescue.
The elght-strang all-male crew
and a coxswaln from the Tyne
e
Newburm when b

swamped thelr boat.

Despite being up to their chests
in water the men managed to
nwhﬂwﬂinldngmﬂmumda

l:rmrrmnhernrhnwﬂgmaﬂ
rower for 42 years, said: "'l was

very anious as | kmew it could
have been serious.

by e midhnwdmwrm
oF & gevere hypolherm
knaw the longer we weee In the
water the greatar the chances
there wera of somebody being
serously il Our fingers and toes
were completaly numb,”
Station officar Tony Steale, of
Tyrie & Wear fire brigada, said:
“Soma of the crew had been in
the water mone than 10 minutes
and they were auffering from
hypothermia.”

SUBMERGED - the boat the nine rowers
wara in whan waves got the better of them




