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y waters defeat bid to row 18 miles up

Veteran oarsmen lucky

to be alive after sinking

From Fage One

‘Whagstaff, who has been
rowing 42 yeors, said last
night he fenred o trogedy
e Joo e B anad bis team-
ouales staved i the frees-
g eiser

He said; "I was wery
nmxious o= § knew it conkd
hnwe heen serious, Some-

bady could have deowned
or suffered HEVETE
bypuetharmia

YE krew lhe looper we
cernalped in the water the
greater the chanees there
were of somebody being
serloushy il Our fingers

apd toes were complotely

ey,

“Thankfully the wonder-
ful actions of the cmer-
pency services and the
public and staff. at the
Copthoene . Hotel  meant
any such  tragedy  was
avered_

Wi hod checked the
tide all the way alang the
route befare we set off,
and it was Fire, Bur as we
ot past the Swing Bridge
we et some quite freak
conditinons

=“WWe powld not hove fore-
seen them."

Station  Officer  Tomy
Stecle from Tyme  and
Wear fire serviee said:
“Zome of the crew had
been in 1he waler far mace
Lhian 10 piddfes @il Bhey
were  gulferipg  from
hypothermis.

“They didnt have the
strength feft to climb up
the ladders on the side of
the yives bamk

“Une crew member was
in prectically the worst
candition I have ever seen,

he was clase 1o breaking
point, It 5 diffiealt to
imagine  him  surviving
much knges,

“The crew hod already
used up & trecmendous
amcunt of energy in oaw-
Ing from Trnemouth 1o
Neweastle  and  thedr
Ty e were used up by
1he tine we arrived.

“We had v haul them 1o
the shore amd  liecally
carTy theem up the ladders
on the side of the guay.
There is oo question: that
they- woakdn't have hesn
ahle o hang an for more
than & coople of mioutes
knger”

S0 Steele praised staff
Trom the Copthoroe Hotel
on Newssale's Qunyside
wiho radsed the alarm.
thirew Ille-belrs 1o the crew
and later ook bbankets o
warm them

The: bant sank about 204
vards upstream from the
bioted, near the Hedhewugh
Bridpe.

“I canmot speak haghly
enpugh of the Copthorne
staff, They threw out life-
beslix 10 save the crew and
enceuraged them o keep
going wntl we  arsived.
They were nepailicenl.”

The velerans Wera Ebry-
mg te caw 18 miles ram
Tyoermsuth to Mewlburn in
LW i rs.

They soraff ar 1{h30am
nndd enme: to grief shovtly
after midday.

Alex Sheel, A0, captain ol
the Tyne Rowing Club,
based at Newbum, MNew-
casthe, snil “Nobody wos
seriously  hurt, although
theic. pride iz zome
what depted  aml  1hey

are wery cold and wet

“The pow was arranged
to cebebrate the new mil-
lenmium,

“It was ta hase been-the
First time the crew rowed
dwer the course, but they
Ead baped 10 cantinue the
ance popular teaditbon of
rowing an the Tyne, as
made fameas in the 1%h
century by famous oars
men such &% Harry
Clasper and Jasies Ren
forth

“FEwery one of the crew
is a very euperienced onrs-
mnn and they wused their
expeTience b get a5 close
to the miver bank as they
canzld

“Ondy the con was wear-
ing a life-jncket beeause it
i% impuasible o row s
thern.”

Thee cer=epen were taken
to the Rarval Victoela
lﬂﬁ!’mal'!.' aml lamer
redensed

Twi whi were aulfering
from  the effects of
hy pothernsia Were
detained a bittle longes

50 Steche said“The con-
ditinnis - were  far  Eroen
Bleal. The waler was very
oald  amd  wery chappy,
wihich B2 why' the. b
stacted fo sk,

W had 1 usean awiul
bl ol manpower W slage
the FeddEie, using i
appliapoes I'taim
Gateshesd nnd Mewenstle,
becayse we weren't sure
which sicle of the river
they were on when we
receqved the opll”

But Dr. Wagstaff said
what happened yesterday
coukl have happesed in
Jiare

T

Aftarmath: Fife sarkica rascuare with the wates-o

d Boat sngside the fver front
ar Newcastle after its crew ware rescuiad from the Tyna.
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